	Unit 2 Syllabus: 
The Constitution



· Each unit test will consist of multiple choice, matching, or True/False questions mostly revolving around the “Terms” listed below.   However, you could get questions from videos or other handout activities/lectures from class. 

· Also as part of the unit, you will be expected to write written answers to the Essential Questions in short answer format.   You may have these EQ’s as part of an exit ticket or it may count as a quiz or part of the test.   

· Your knowledge each day should build and connect.   You will also be expected to answer either verbally or in writing the Connection to Today prompts as well.   Always be thinking!  

Three Parts and testing for this unit:
Part 1: Preamble, Articles and Amendments MATCHING QUIZ on  _______________________
Part 2: Legislative and Executive Branch test on _____________________________________

Part 3:   Judicial Branch (includes Supreme Court cases) test on: __________________________

I:
Principles of the Constitution: Review from Unit 1

Essential Question: 
· What are the 4 main principles found in our US Constitution?  Explain the meaning of each.
II:
Preamble  
Terms:  posterity, welfare, liberty, justice, tranquility, to ordain, to insure
Connection to Today: 
Choose 3 of the purposes of why “We The People” created the Constitution and explain how these things are still happening today.   For example, “provide for the common defense”…our government today has an army to protect and defend us.
III:
Articles and Amendments
Essential Questions:

A) Describe the purpose of Articles 1-7
B) Why is the necessary and proper clause of Article 1 so controversial?
C) List Amendments 1-27 and explain the purpose of each.
Terms:  Articles (1-7), bicameral, senator, representative, executive, legislative, judicial, inferior, implied vs. expressed powers, enumerated powers, Elastic Clause, Necessary and Proper Clause, Supremacy Clause, Full Faith and Credit Clause, to ratify, to amend, “due process”, Free Exercise Clause, Establishment Clause, petition, to assemble, eminent domain, prohibition, succession, Amendments 1-27 
Connection to Today: 
· Find and explain modern day examples as related to powers granted in each of the Articles.  For example, Article I says Congress should approve the President’s Supreme Court nominations…has our current President nominated a justice?
· If you could make a 28th Amendment, what would it be?  
End Part 1

Begin Part 2

Legislative Branch  
Essential Questions:

A. What are the constitutional requirements to be elected to Congress?
B. Explain how a bill becomes law.

C. Explain various factors that influence the passing (or stalling) of legislation.
Terms:  The People’s House, bicameral, senator, representative, to legislate, bill, legislation, to impeach, “advise and consent”,  revenue, Elastic Clause, Necessary and Proper Clause, committee (types of congressional), filibuster, oversight, pork, rider, constituents, gerrymandering, census, incumbent, franking privilege, Speaker of the House, President of the Senate, re-districting, veto, pocket veto, lobbyist, to lobby, override
Connection to Today: 
Understand current bills being reviewed in Congress or our state’s General Assembly and be able to duplicate your own version of a piece of legislation.
V:
Executive Branch  
Essential Questions:

A. What are the constitutional requirements to be elected President and Vice President?
B. Explain ad recognize examples of the multiple roles of our President.

C. In what ways do the Presidential Cabinet and bureaucratic offices work to enforce laws and other duties?
Terms:  Cabinet, bureaucracy, “lame duck”, impeachment, executive orders, executive privilege, to pardon, amnesty, to appoint, Commander-in-Chief, diplomat, diplomacy
Connection to Today: 
· Understand current obstacles our President faces in carrying out his roles.

· Who do YOU think has the better skills to be elected in November?  Justify your answer.
End Part 2

Judicial Branch and Supreme Court Case Syllabus to be given at the end of Part 2 Test

Begin Part 3: Syllabus
VI:
Judicial Branch 
Essential Questions:

A. What powers were granted to the judicial branch in Article III of the Constitution?

B. Explain the difference between loose and strict interpretations of the United States Constitution.

C. What are the appointment requirements and jurisdiction of Supreme Court justices?  Lower courts?
Terms:  judicial, to interpret, constitutional, unconstitutional, strict vs loose interpretations, jurisdiction, inferior courts, to appeal, appellate courts, “due process”,  legal brief, opinion (majority vs dissenting vs unanimous), justices, judicial review, precedent, common law, to remand, overturn, uphold, magistrates, attorneys, US marshals, subpoenas, judgements, Writ of Certiorari, Stare Decisis
Connection to Today: 
· What are current controversies in appointing vacancies on the Supreme Court today?
· Detail one current North Carolina Supreme Court case that was loosely interpreted.  Strictly interpreted.
VII:
Supreme Court Cases 
Essential Questions:  (for any court case studied from the list below…you must be able to answer the following EQ’s:
A. What was the question(s) brought before the Supreme Court?

B. How did they rule in this case, using what part of the Constitution to support their opinion?

C. Was this a strict or loose interpretation of the Constitution?
Testable Court Cases:

(Implied Powers) Plessy v. Ferguson 1896 Brown v. Board of Education 1954 Swann v. Charlotte Mecklenburg Board of Education 1969 Korematsu v. US 1944 Heart of Atlanta Motel, Inc. v. United States 1964, Loving vs. Virginia

(Judicial review) Marbury v. Madison 1803 
(Elastic clause) McCulloch v. Maryland 1819 Gibbons v. Ogden 1824
(Individual Rights) Furman v. Georgia, 1972 Gregg v. Georgia, 1976 Gideon V. Wainwright, 1963 Regents of the University of California vs. Bakke, 1978 New Jersey vs. T.L.O., 1985 Bethel School District vs. Frasier, 1986 Tinker v. Des Moines, 1969 Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeier, 1988 Texas v. Johnson, 1989 Engel v. Vitale, 1962 Miranda v. Arizona, 1966 Mapp v. Ohio, 1961 In Re Gault, 1967, United States vs. Nixon, New York Times vs. Nixon, Roe vs. Wade
Connection to Today: 
· Research and present opinions and rulings from a current Supreme Court case (assigned from a list) to the class.   Webquest details to be given the week of August 29th.
